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> Introduction and Method

Introduction: Knowing the parity status of mosquitoes is
useful in control and evaluation of infectious diseases trans-
mitted by mosquitoes, where parous mosquitoes are assumed
to be potentially infectious. Ovary dissections, which are
currently used to determine parity status of mosquitoes, are
very tedious and limited to very few experts. An alternative to
ovary dissections is near-infrared spectroscopy (NIRS), which
can estimate age in days and infectious state of laboratory and
semi-field reared mosquitoes with accuracies between 80 and
99%. No study has tested the accuracy of NIRS for estimating
parity status of wild mosquitoes.

Study objective: To apply an autoencoder and artificial neural
network (ANN) based method to estimate parity status of wild
mosquitoes using near-infrared spectra.

Materials: We use four different datasets; Anopheles arabien-
sis collected from Minepa, Tanzania (Minepa-ARA, N = 927);
Anopheles gambiae s.s collected from Muleba, Tanzania (Muleba-
GA, N = 140); Anopheles gambiae s.s collected from Burkina
Faso (Burkina-GA, N = 158); and An.gambiae s.s from Muleba
and Burkina Faso combined (Muleba-Burkina-GA, N = 298).
While LabSpec 5000 NIR spectrometer with an integrated light
source (ASD Inc., Malvern, UK), was used to collect spectra in
Minepa-ARA and Muleba-GA, LabSpec4i spectrometer (ASD
Inc., Malvern, UK) was used to collect spectra in Burkina-GA.

Model training: We train ANN models on datasets with
spectra only pre-processed according to previous protocols.
We then use autoencoders to reduce the spectra feature
dimensions from 1851 to 10 and re-train ANN models. On
each dataset, using ten Monte-Carlo cross validations and
Levenberg-Marquardt optimization, a one hidden layer, ten-
neuron feed-forward ANN model with logistic regression as a
transfer function was trained and tested in Matlab

.

Acknowledgment: We extend our gratitude to Fredros O. Oku-
mu, Sheila Ogoma and Marta F. Maia for supporting grant wri-
ting and managing of the project that produced the Minepa-
ARA dataset; Maggy Sikulu-Lord for helping to scan the mos-
quitoes in the Muleba-GA, and PI of the original project that
enabled collection of mosquitoes in the Minepa-ARA dataset;
Benjamin Krajacich for allowing us to use Burkina-GA dataset;
Gustav Mkandawile who made sure we obtained mosquito-
es in Minepa-ARA and Muleba-GA datasets; and the USDA,
Agricultural Research Service, Center for Grain and Animal
Health Research, USA for loaning us the near-infrared spectro-
meter used to scan the mosquitoes.

> Results - Before autoencoder
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> Conclusion

These results show that a combination of an autoencoder
and ANNs on NIR spectra yields models that can be used as
an alternative tool to estimate parity status of wild mosqui-
toes, especially since NIRS is a high-throughput, reagent-
free, and simple-to-use technique compared to ovary dis-
sections.
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